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Howard, in National Capital,
Only Such Complete Institution of Higher
Learning in the World- Is Single University Receiving
Direct, Annual Aid From Federal GovernmentSports Over-Emphasis No Problem As
Students, Drawn From Every Section,
Put Education First
•
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.By HERBERT HOLLANDER
For Ullman Feature Service

Washington, D. C.
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UNIQUE UNIVERSITY FOR NEGROES

•

•

HEN the Public Works Administration 1·ecently set aside mo1·e
than $500,000 for the constrt1ction of new dormitories at Howard
University, Washington, D. C., attention was focused upon an institution unique not only in the United States but in the world.
Behind the bald announcement of the PW A grant is a fa scinating
story of pioneer effort which had its beginning in a prayer meeting
held at the First Congregational Church in the National Capital immediately after the close of the War Betvveen the States.
It vvas then that the first seed was sown for a university for Negroes.
In the years which have followed the institution which then had its
inception has become the outstanding source of l1igl1er learning for
Negroes and the only complete university of its kind in any country.
Fi1·st proj eQted as a school for the training of an intelligent religious
leadership fo1· the freedmen who flocked into the National Capital
after the W a1· Between the States, the plan had been broadened, even
before Congress issued its cl1arter in 1867, into a unive1·sity including
elementary and secondary branches of learning, with normal department and college courses. Today, Howard University consists of nine
schools and colleges; nan1ely, graduate school, liberal arts, engineering and architecture, music, religion, law, medicine, dentistry and
pharmacy.
Howard is unique in several other respects. In addition to being
the only complete university for Negroes, it is the largest of all Negro
institutions of highe1· learning.
And, of perhaps greatest interest and importance, it is the only
university of any description receiving direct, annual aid fron1 the
Federal Government.
Each yea1· since 1879 Congress has made an app1·opriation for the
support of Howard, a sum provided for in the Interior Department
supply bill. The last app1·op1·iation was $655,000 ,vhich, of course, is
entirely distinct from the $500,000 fund just earmarked for Howard
by the PWA.
Three buildings, constructed with funds obtained througl1 a prior
PW A allotment, now are being used for the first time. They are the
beat1tiful Frederick Douglass Memorial Hall, the completely equipped
chemistry building, and a heat, light and power plant servicing the
3
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entire uni versi t:)r establish111ent. l\!Ioney
a
building has
also been p1·ovided.
The first Federal aid came to the scl1ool througl1 tl1e Freedme11's
Bur·eau, whose director, Maj. Gen. Oliver Otis Hovva1·d, became lntensely in te1·ested 1n the p1·oj ect. With tl1e l1elp of ft1nds f1·om the
Bur·eau, early bt1ildings ,vere constructed. Gene1·al Howard became
the first president of the university which was nan1ed 1n l1is honor.
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a1·chi tee tu1·e at unique Howard Unive1·sity, Washington, D. C.

To t1·ace the de,,elopment of Howard University f1·om its inception
to tl1e p1·esent is virtually to follow the course of Neg1·0 higher education In the United States .
•
It l S a story ma1·ked by trials and hardships, by struggle and sac1·1 fice on the pa1·t of both students and faculty, so1netimes by sha1·p
•
diff e1·en ces of opinion, a11d by a slow, g1·adual climb 1n scholastic
standa1·ds.
Graduates of Howard today have taken their places, 111 the United
•
•
States and th1·oughout the world, in the arts and sciences, In tl1e
•
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p1·ofessions and ir1 tl1e business wo1·ld. The cultu1·al g1·owtl1 of tl1e
Ame1·ican N eg1·0 J)arallels the g1·owth and development of the uniqt1e
institution in the National Capital.
The p1·esent en1·ollmcnt of Howard is app1·oxi111ately 1,700 students .
.Tl1ese young me11 and women are drawn .from eve1·y quarte1· of the
United States and its possessions and fron1 many fo1·eign lands. As
a Class A t1nive1·sity, Howa1·d's entrance requirements a1·e st1·ict, and
tl1ese stt1dents may be asst1n1ed to rep1·esent tl1e ct1ltt1ral vangt1ard of
tl1ei1· 1·ace i11 this count1·y.
Tl1e g1·ot1nds and buildings of the unive1·sity a1·e situated u1Jon an
e1ninence ove1·loolcing the National Capital. The beautift1l and spaciot1s campt1s is dotted ,vith fine buildings which, in addition to lectt11·e
l1alls, inclt1de a lib1·a1·y donated by And1·e,v Ca1·negie, a chapel and
a1·t galle1·y, co11se1·vato1·y and othe1· edifices. Combined, these st1·t1ctu1·es }J1·ovide Ho,;,,,,ard ,vith an u11ust1ally att1·acti,1 e and efficient
''plant.''
Adjoining tl1e t111iversity is F1·eedmen's Hospital, erected on land
f 01·me1·ly ovvned by Hovvard and st1bsequently ceded to the Fecle1·al
Gove1·nment, vvitl1 which the medical school has a close worlti11g,
clinical and labo1·atory connection. The law school, formerly located
in downtown Washington near the Dist1·ict of Colu1nbia Suprer11e
Court, has novv been 1noved to the campus.
Relatively few of the thousands of tourists who come to Washington
cacl1 year talte the time to inspect this unique institution-or, indeed,
l~no,v of its existence. Yet it is doubtful whether a visit to any single
building in the Capital will yield more of genuine human interest
tl1an Howa1·d.
Especially a1·1·esting is the fact that most of the men and women
attending the t1nive1·sity are doing so eithe1· tl11·ot1gh tuition 01· ,;,,,,01·lc
scholarships 01· by afte1·-l1ours employment on their own, or as the
1·esult of the g1·eatest sacrifice on the part of parents.
The ''college bum'' is a species which, while not entirely foreign to
Howa1·d, yet is in a very striking minority. Howard has a full quota
of fraternities and sororities, dramatic societies and the lilce, and an
active social life, but the tremendous undercurrent of serious effort,
and the heavy emphasis upon scholastic accomplishment by the students themselves, is quickly observed and without question is the
most outstanding and impressive characte1·istic of the unive1·sity. Due
attention is paid to sports, both intercollegiate and intramt1ral, and
'
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stadium and gy1nnasit1n1 are t1sed regularly, but the rr1oot question
of over-emphasisi-which continues to plague so many schools throughot1t the country-is not a problem at Howard.
In other words, virtually every student at Howard, man or woman,
•
lS there fo1· the earnest business of ,vringing every OllnCe of cultural
advantage out of the cot1rses offered. In many cases students have
come to the university inadequately prepared because of below-
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ANDREW CARNEGIE'S GIFT
This library on the beautiful Howa1·d campus

•

IS

a mecca for the university students.

sta11cla1·d secondary school training. This means that they must bend
effort not only to keep up with their new work but also must
mal{e llp their deficiency in grounding.
A first hand inspection tou1· about the campus unde1· the guidance
of a third year student proved to be a genuine revelation. While the
observer's guide indicated substantial pride in the material evidences
•
of Howa1·d's progress, he definitely was more interested 1n the un1,rersity's cu'l tural attainments.
Since the young man assigned t-o the role of guide was chosen quite
•
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at random fron1 a campus g1·oup and it was clear that he is typical
of the student body generally, his attitude seems to be distinctly
significant.
Furthermore, throughout the rather · lengthy tour the question of
sports was touched upon only in passing despite the fact that the
football season was in full swing.
Briefly, this third year student, who may be accepted as representative of the Howard student body as a whole, revealed very clearly
his preoccupation with curricular rather than extra-curricular affairs.
That this is not the case at all American institutions of higher learning is a point which will not be argued either by parents or educato1·s.
During the early years of the development of Howard there was a
sharp cleavage of opinion with respect to the course Negro education
should t ake. Although the fierce fire of this debate now seems to be
confined t o a far smaller area than in those formative yea1·s, it is still
a live issue.
On t he one hand was represented that group l1eaded by Booke1· T.
\Vasl1ington, who, bor11 in slavery, founded Tuskegee Institute, which
was and remains a vital factor in Negro education. Washington felt,
however, that the Negro should provide for himself a thorough vocational and industrial training as a basis for future cultural upbuilding.
Washington's first concern was economic, although he recognized
fully the eventual need for and value of professional training.
Those who opposed Washington felt that the progress of the Negro
would be hampered by this very heavy and almost exclusive emphasis
upon the purely vocational aspects of education; that it was a means
of impeding rather t han aiding the mental and spiritual growth of the
race.
It is a matter of inte1·est and some significance that the present
secretary of Howard University, Dr. Emmett J . Scott, was associated
wit h Booker Washington for more t han eighteen years. It would seem
that his presence at Howard marks a present-day meeting of the two
views. Tuskegee cont inues t o function actively and constructively in
its sphere, and Howard goes forw ard in its own.
At any r ate, t he sit uation seemingly is in t hat admirable spirit of
intelligent compromise which cha1·act eriz ed Washington and made
him sucl1 an outstanding vehicle of progress, notwithstanding a measure
of latter-day c1·it icism on this very sco1·e by some n1embers and groups
,vithin his own race.
7

•
•

•

•

Discussing the unique 1Josition of Howa1·d Unive1·sity among tl1e
cot1nt1·y's institt1tions of highe1· learning, its p1·esident, Dr. Mo1·decai
W. Johnson, says :
''It constitt1tes the only complete university organization in tl1c
United States, includi11g unde1·graduate, g1·aduate, and p1·ofessional
schools, ministe1·ing directly to the colored people.
'' Among the se1·vices which it rende1·s is the ope1·ation of tl1e only

TES1' TUBE TRAINING
Y ou11g Neg1·0 stude11ts bei11g i11t1·oduced to the sec1·ets of chemist1·y at Howa1·d.

tax-suppo1·ted college for the training of physicians, surgeons, dentists,
11l1armacist s, and lawyers f 01· the colo1·ed people in the entire g1·<Jt1p
of tl1ose States of their majorit)r residence.
''A11p1·op1·iations by Congress to Howard University a1·e directly
t1·a11slatable into tl1e most ft1ndamental and fa1·-1·eaching services to
all tl1e main st1·eams of the life of tl1e colored people of the U nit,e<l
States. Every step talcen to maintain and strengthen the vvo1·lc of
tl1is institt1tion l1 as ope1·ated to bless tl1is group within tl1e popt1latior1
of tl1e cot1nt-ry and to deepen and enrich the qt1ality of its patriotism."
8
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The 11101·e than 1,700 students at the unive1·sity, D1·. Jol1nson points
ot1t, are drawn f1·om tl1irty-eight States, the Dist1·ict of Columbia, and
from fot1rteen fo1·eign countries. Of the 1,626 students enrolled last
year, 939 ,ve1·e men and 687 women. Enrollment at Ho~rard 1·eached
a peal{ of 2,600 in a pre-depression year. While below that figure at
p1·esent, en1·ollment again is t1·e11ding upward.
Tl1e g1·eat success which has attended the wo1·lc of Ho,va1·d U11ive1·sity during the decades since its inception is inspiring inte1·ested
pe1·sons to assist in the development of similar cente1·s of highe1· education for Negroes elsewl1ere in the United States. There are tl11·ee
other cente1·s whicl1 p1·ivate phila11tl11·01Jy is assisting with this end in
•
view.
'fhey a1·e Fisk Unive1·sity, Nashville, Ten11.; Atla11ta Unive1·sity, at
Atlanta, Ga.; and Dillard Uni,,e1·sit-:5, , at New 01·lea11s, La. Of these
ce11te1·s, Howa1·d is the only one to 1·eceive public ( that is, Federal or
State) st1ppo1·t of any l{ind. Among the private sources contributing
to tl1e upkeep of Howa1·d a1·e tl1e Julit1s Rosen,vald Foundation and
tl1e Gene1·al Edt1cation Boa1·d.
In vie,v of the fact that until recently the Rosenwald Foundation
co11ce1·ned itself almost enti1·ely ,vith tl1e problem of Negro p1·ima1·y
and vocational education, it is considered to be important recognition
of the steadily increasing significance of Howard in relation to the
,vl1ole scl1en1e of Negro education in the United States that Foundation
ft1nds lately have been made available to the Washington institt1tio11.
Tl1e total annual ope1·ating expense of the university is about
$1,000,000.
Of the 300 p1·ofessors, associates, assistants, inst1·ucto1·s, and otl1er
teacl1ers at Ho,vard, all but about a score are Negroes, and all, of
course, have collegiate qualifications equal to other Class A university
faculty members.
Also, all administrative officers a1·e Negroes as well as many membe1·s of the board of t1·ustees.
Mo1·e than forty of the 300 members of the faculty hold the deg1·ee
of docto1· of philosophy. Sabbatical leave of absence for graduate
,vorlc is encot11·aged and taken whenever possible. Many Howard
professors are numbe1·ed among contributors to scholarly journals. ·
In connection with the acute economic problem which conf1·onts so
many Howard students it is noteworthy that 81 per cent of the male
and 21 per cent of the fem ale n1embers of the student body are ,vholl:,'
,

9
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01· pa1'tially self-sltpporting. The cost pe1· student at Ho,vard, i11cluding board, 1·oom, clothing, and a little rec1·eation, is about $500 annually, with the ave1·age running somewhat higher for medical students .
•
The p1·esent grant of $500,000 by the Public W 01·ks Administ1·ation
will enable Howa1·d to 1·eplace the ,vholly inadequate men's dormito1·ies and to match the beautiful buildings erected recently as living
ql1arte1·s for won1en stl1dents who desire to live on the campus.
.

:::::

•

::::-::., ,}{:;.::

•

,•

·.·.-:

'
'

•:-:-

-~

:/::: :-:-

...
•

F1·ederick Douglass Memorial Hall- Class1·oom Building.

Howard has come far, indeed, since the year 1879 when Congress
first approp1·iated $10,000 for the maintenance of the unive1·sity.
But, as Dr. Johnson says, it is not in physical equipment alone that
the progress of this unique institution must be measured, but rather
in its increasing influence througl1 the trained leadership it is giving
to the colo1·ed people of the United States in the fields of education,
law, medicine, and economic and social development.

(An Ullman Feature-Copyrighted)
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Howard, in National Capital,
Only Such Complete Institution· of Higher
Learning in the World- Is Single University Receiving .
Direct, Annual Aid From Federal Government .
Sports Over-Emphasis No Problem As
Students, Drawn From Every Section,
Put Education First

•

•
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Washington, D . C.
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UNIQUE UNIVERSITY FOR NEGROES

•
HEN the Public Works Administration recently set aside more
than $500,000 for the constrl1ction of new dormitories at Howard
University, Washington, D. C., attention was focused upon an institution unique not only in the United States but in the world.
Behind the bald announcement of the PW A grant is a fascinating
story of pioneer effort which had its beginning in a prayer meeting
held at the First Congregational Church in the National Capital immediately after the close of the W a1· Between the States.
It was then that the first seed was sown for a university for Negroes.
In the years which have followed the institution which then had its
inception has become the outstanding source of higher learning for
Negroes and the only complete university of its kind in any country.
First projected as a school for the training of an intelligent religious
leadership for the freedmen who flocked into the National Capital
after the War Between the States, the plan had been broadened, even
befo1·e Congress iss·u ed its cl1arte1· in 1867, into a university including
elementary and secondary branches of learning, with normal department and college courses. Today, Howard University consists of nine
schools and colleges; nan1ely, graduate. school, liberal arts, engineering and architecture, music, religion, law, medicine, dentistry and
pharmacy.
Howard is unique in several other respects. In addition to being
the only complete university for Negroes, it is the largest of all Negro
institutions of higher learning.
And, of perl1aps greatest interest and importance, it is the only
university of any description receiving direct, annual aid from tl1e
Fede1·al Government.
Each yea1· since 1879 Congress has made an appropriation fo1· the
support of Howard, a sum provided for in the Interior Department
supply bill. The last approp1·iation was $655,000 which, of course, is
entirely distinct from the $500,000 fund just earmarked for Howard
by the PWA.
Three buildings, constructed with funds obtained through a prior
PW A allotment, now are being used for the first time. They are the
beautiful Frederick Douglass Memorial Hall, the completely equipped
chemistry building, and a heat, light and power plant servicing the
3
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building has
enti1·e uni versi t:)r establish111ent. Money for a
also been p1·ovided.
The first Federal aid came to the school th1·ougl1 the Freedmen's
•
Bur·eau, whose director, Maj. Gen. Oliver Otis Ho,va1·d, became 1ntensely interested lll the p1·oj ect. With the help of ft1nds f1·on1 the
const1·ucted. General
became
Bt1r·eat1, ea1·ly buildings
the first president of the university which was named lll his l1ono1· .
•

•

LEARNING 'fO BUILD
A cla ss

•

•

at unique Howard Unive1·sity, Washington, D. C.

111

To t1·ace the developme11t of Howard University f1·om its inception
to tl1e 1J1·esent is vi1·tually to follow the course of Negro higher education lll the United States .
•
It lS a sto1·y ma1·ked by trials and hardships, by struggle and sacr1 fice on the part of both students and faculty, sometimes by sharp
•
differences of opinion, and by a slow, gradual clin1b lll scholastic
standards.
Gradt1ates of Howard today have taken their places, Ill the United
•
•
States and throughout the world, in the a1·ts and sciences, Ill
•

•

•

•
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p1·ofessions and ir1 tl1e business wo1·ld. The cultu1·al growtl1 of tl1e
An1e1·ican Negro 1)a1·allels the g1·owth and de,,elop111ent of the unique
institution in the National Capital.
The present en1·ollmcnt of Howard is app1·oxi111ately 1,700 stt1dents.
Tl1ese young men and vvomen a1·e drawn from eve1·y quarter of the
United States and its possessions and from many fo1·eign lands. As
a Class A university, Howa1·d's entrance 1·equi1·ements a1·e strict, and
these stt1dents n1ay be asst1mecl to 1·ep1·esent the cultu1·al ,,angt1a
·d of
,
tl1ei1· 1·ace in this count1·y.
Tl1e g1·ounds and bt1ildings of tl1e t1ni,,ersity a1·e situated lll)On an
eminence ove1·loolci11g t-he National Capital. The beautiful and spacious cam1)us is dotted witl1 fine buildings Vi1hich, in addition to lectu1·e
l1all , inclt1de a lib1·a1·y donated by Andrew Carnegie, a cl1apel and
a1·t galle1·y, conse1·vat.01·y and other edifices. Combined, tl1ese st1·uctu1·es p1·ovide Howa1·d Vi1ith an unt1sually attractive and efficient
''plant."
Adjoining tl1e unive1·sity is F1·eedmen's Hospital, e1·ected on land
f 01·me1·ly owned by Howa1·d and subsequently ceded to the Federal
Government, with which the medical school has a close wo1·lcing,
clinical and laborato1·y connection. The law school, formerly locatecl
in downtown Wasl1ington n ear tl1e District of Colun1bia Suprc111e
Cou1·t, has no,v been 111oved to the campus.
Relatively few of the thousands of tourists who come to Washington
eacl1 yea1· talce tl1e time to inspect this unique institution-01·, indeed,
lcno,v of its existence. Yet it is doubtful whether a visit to any single
bt1ilding in tl1e Capital will yield more of genuine human interest
tl1an Howard.
Especially a1·1·esting is the fact that most of the men and women
attending the unive1·sity are doing so eitl1e1· tl11·ougl1 tuition 01· vvor·lc
scholarships or by afte1·-hours employment on their own, or as the
result of the g1·eatest sacrifice on the part of parents.
The ''college bun1'' is a species which, while not enti1·ely foreign to
Howard, yet is in a very st1·iking minority. Howard has a full qt1ota
of frat-e rnities and sororities, dramatic societies and the like, and an
active social life, but the tremendous undercurrent of serious effort,
and the heavy emphasis upon scholastic accomplishment by the students themselves, is quickly observed and without question is the
most outstanding and impressive characteristic of the university. Due
attention is paid to sports, both intercollegiate and intramural, and
fj

,
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stadium and gymnasium are used r egularly, but the n1oot question
of over-emphasis-which continues to plague so many schools throughOl1t the country-is not a problem at Howard.
In other words, virtually every student at Howard, man or woman,
•
IS there f 01· the earnest business of w1·inging
eve1·y ounce of Cl1ltural
advantage out of the courses offered. In many cases students have
come to the university inadequately prepared because of
below-

ANDREW CARNEGIE'S GIFT
•
This library on the beautiful Howard campus IS
a mecca for the university students.

standa1·d secondary school training. This means that they must bend
every effort not only to keep up with their new work but also must
make up their deficiency in grounding.
A first l1and inspection tour about the campus under the guidance
of a third year student proved to be a genuine revelation.
While the
observer's guide indicated substantial pride in the mate1·ial evidences
•
•
of Howard's progress, he definitely was more interested Ill the un1versity's cultural attainments.
Since the young man assigned to the role of guide was chosen quite
6
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at random f1·om a campus g1·oup and it was clea1· that he is t ypical
of the student body generally, his attitude seems to be distinctly
significant.
Furthermore, throughout the rather lengthy tour the question of
sports was touched upon only in passing despite the fact that the
football season was in full swing.
Briefly, this third year student, who may be accepted as representative of the Howard stt1dent body as a whole, revealed very clearly
· his preoccupation with cu1·ricular rather than extra-curricular affairs.
That this is not the case at all Ame1·ican institutions of higher learning is a point which ,vill not be argued either by parents or educators.
During the ea1·ly years of the development of Howard there was a
sha1·p cleavage of opinion with respect to the course Negro education
should t ake. Alt hough the fierce fire of this debate no·w seems to be
confined t o a far smaller area than in those formative years, it is still
a live issue.
On t he one hand was represented that group headed by Booker T.
Washington, who, bo1·11 in slavery, founded Tuskegee Institute, which
'
was and remains a vital facto1· in Negro education. Washington felt,
however, that the Negro should provide for himself a thorough vocational and industrial training as a basis for future cultural upbuilding.
Washington's first concern was economic, although he recognized
fully the eventual need for and value of .professional training.
Those who opposed Washington felt that the progress of the N egro
would be hampered by this very heavy and almost exclusive emphasis
upon the purely vocational aspects of education; that it was a means
of impeding rathe1· than aiding the mental and spiritual growth of the
race.
It is a matt er of interest and some significance that the present
secretary of Howard University, Dr. Emmett J. Scott, was associated
wit h Booker Washington for more t han eighteen years. It would seem
that l1is presence at Howard marks a present-day meeting of the two
views. Tuskegee cont inues t o funct ion actively and constructively in
its sphere, and Howard goes forw ard in its own.
At any rate, t he sit uation seemingly is in t hat admirable spirit of
intelligent compromise ~ hich. cha1·acterized- Washington and made
him such an outstanding vehicle of progress, notwithstanding a measure
of latte1·-day criticism on this very score by some members and groups
,vithin his own race.
(
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Discussing the unique position of Howard University among tl1e
countr·y's institutions of higl1e1· learning, its president, Dr. Mordecai
W. Johnson, says :
''It constitt1tes the only complete unive1·sity organization in tl1e
United States, including underg1·aduate, gradt1ate, and p1·o·fessional
schools, ministe1·ing directly to the colored people.
'' A111ong the se1·vices vvhich it rende1·s is the operation of tl1e 011ly

•

TEST TUBE TRAINING
Young Neg1·0 stude11ts bei11g int1·oduced to the sec1·ets of chen1ist1·y at Howf11·d.

tax-supported college fo1· the training of physicians, su1·geons, dentists,
pl1armacists, and lawyers f 01· the colo1·ed people in the entire gr(Jllp
of tl1ose States of thei1· majo1·it)' residence.
''A1Jp1·opriations by Cong1·ess to Howard University are directly
tr·a11slatable into the most fundamental and f ar-1·eaching se1·vices to
all tl1e m ain st1·eams of the life of the colo1·ed people of the Unite<.l
States. Every step tal(en to maintain and strengthen the ,vorl( of
this institution l1 as 01Jerated to bless tl1is group within the popt1lation
of t l1e count1·y and to deepen and enrich the qt1ality of its patriotism."
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Tl1e 1no1·e than 1,700 students at tl1e t1nive1·sity, D1·. Jol1n son points
ot1t, a1·e d1·awn fron1 thi1·ty-eigl1t States, the District of Columbia, and
f1·om fot11·teen foreign countries. Of t-h e 1,626 students enrolled last
year, 939 ,vere men and 687 won1en. Enrollment at Howard 1·eached
a peal{ of 2,600 in a pre-depression year. While belo\v that figure at
p1~esent, en1·ollment again is trending upward.
Tl1e g1·eat st1ccess which has attended t-h e worlc of Howa1·d Uni,,ersity during the decades since its inception is inspiring interested
pe1·sons to a sist in t he development of similar cente1·s of hi gher edu cation for Negroes elsewhere in the United States. There are three
othe1· cente1·s ,vhi cl1 }Jri,,ate philanth1·opy is assisting ,vith t l1is end in
v1e,v.
•

·

rl.,l1ey a1·e Fisk University, Nashville, T enn.; Atla11ta Unive1·sit}' , at
Atlant a, Ga.; and Dilla1·d Uni,,ersity, at New Orleans, La. Of these
cente1·s, Howa1·d is tl1e only one to 1·eceive public ( that is, Federal or
State) st1p1Jort of any lcind. A1nong t he private sources contributing
to t l1 e t1pkeep of Howard a1·e the Julius Rosenwald Fot1ndation and
tl1e Gene1·al Education Board.
I11 view of the fa ct that t1ntil recently the Rosenwald Foundation
conce1·ned itself almost ent i1·ely ,vith the problem of Negro primary
and vocational education, it is considered to be important recognition
of the steadily increasing significance of Howard in relation to the
wl1ole scl1eme of Negro edu cation in tl1e United States that Foundation
ft1nd s lately have been made a,,ailable to t he \Vashington institt1tion.
Tl1e total annt1 al operating expen se of the university is about
$1,000,000.
Of the 300 professors, associates, assistants, instrt1ctors, a11d other
teache1·s at Ho,vard, all but about a score are Negroes, and all, of
course, have collegiate qualifications equal to other Class A university
faculty members.
Also, all administrative officers are Negroes as well as many members of the board of trustees.
l\1ore than forty of the 300 members of the faculty hold the deg1·ee
of docto1· of philosophy. Sabbatical leave of absence for graduate
worlc is encot1raged and tal{en whenever possible. Many Hovvard
professors are numbe1·ed among contributors to scholarly journals.
In connection with the acute economic problem which confronts so
many Ho,vard students it is noteworthy that 81 per cent of the male
and 21 pe1· cent of the female 1nembers of the student body are wholl ,
3
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01· pa1·tially self-supporting. The cost pe1· student at Howa1·d, including board, room, clothing, and a little rec1·eation, is about $500 annually, with the average running somewhat higher for medical students.
The present grant of $500,000 by the Public Works Administration
will enable Howa1·d to replace the wholly inadequate men's dormitories and to match the beautiful buildings erected recently as living
quarters for women students who desire to live on the campus.

Frederick Douglass Memorial Hall- Classroom Building.

Howard has come far, indeed, since the year 1879 when Congress
first appropriated $10,000 for the maintenance of the university.
But, as D1·. Johnson says, it is not in physical equipn1ent alone that
the progress of this unique institution must be measured, but rather
in its increasing influence through the trained leadership it is giving
to the colored people of the United States in the fields of education,
law, medicine, and economic and social development.

(An Ullman Feature-Copyrighted)
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